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obstacle trail ride. The trail is 
a course that includes several 

12(3%404#$(5&#"670&8$9!020$%&$"$-)./0$
at each obstacle who compares the way 
you and your horse handle the obstacle. 
This is not a timed event and you are only 
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trail or situations that may actually happen 
while on a trail ride. 
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popular in other regions, so it is natural 
for MWHA to hold such an event! The 
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Awards are presented, supper is provided 
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Trail Trials is a new event in the Technical 
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have been popular in some areas, but in 
others, a totally new experience. This is 
a competition designed to test the trail 
skills of  a horse/rider team. Riders are 
-)./0.$"4.$&6(20.$(4$#!0%2$&*%77$"4.$

ability to guide their horses through a 
natural obstacle course. Scores are ranked 
from lowest to highest with the lowest 
score denoting the winner. The event is 
a trail ride, usually between two- three 
hours, with obstacles along the way. The 
(5&#"670&$)&)"77'$4)3502$N$#($OP8$
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and safety are of  prime importance and 
it is the rider’s responsibility to determine 
if  their horse is capable of  competing. 
The trail is to be clearly marked and the 
obstacles are not arena style, such as back 
through L, boxes etc. The obstacle should 
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local environment with the goal being to 
maintain the character of  an authentic 
trail ride.
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to evaluate the way horse/rider team 
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competitor using a standard scoring 
system:
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1- Above average–very minor errors 
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development 
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skill level 
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the obstacle

Notes: Snorting and looking are not 
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or over any obstacle, unless required to do 
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Some required skills that may be used 
to negotiate the obstacles in a Trail Trial 
are: Whoa- halt cues with out argument, 
stand quietly, execute gaits calmly and as 
.%206#0.D$3(>0$#!0$!(2&0$7"#02"77'$^&%.0$
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haunches, back the horse in a straight 
line and/or around corners, back either 
horse’s front or back feet over a raised 
(5-06#D$0302/046'$.%&3()4#S$*%6*$5(#!$
feet out of  the stirrup before landing on 
the ground, while maintaining control of  
horse through contact with a rein. !

Gaited Trail Trials
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